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RIMI YANG
RIMI YANG’s pAINtINGs evoke dreams and stories, reminding us of images and 
figures we might know from fairytales, mythology and history. She blends the 
familiar together in an unfamiliar way as she juxtaposes her own experiences 
and memories with her knowledge of history and folklore. As a Korean-born 
artist who was raised in Japan but has lived in the U.S. since 1986, Yang has  
a varied background from which she weaves together her imagery and draws 
her inspiration. 

Her work reveals an almost childlike playfulness and innocence, but it would 
be a mistake to think the artist is unaware or unsophisticated in her technique 
and practice. She admits that her paintings often start from an intense fasci-
nation, whether with a type of costume or a historical era. Yet these moments 
only serve as a beginning for her paintings, as moments quickly superseded 
by the process of painting itself. Once she starts a work, she prefers to let 
one brushstroke flow to the next without overanalyzing it.

Despite her attention to both iconic images and the material process of 
painting, Yang never forgets the viewer. And while her paintings feature both 
figures and abstract passages, space is equally important to her. She does 
not clutter her canvases with too many details, opting instead to leave herself 
and her viewers a space for their eyes and minds to rest, a space to breath. 
Though her works have developed from early abstract paintings to ones that 
usually set human or animal figures against a neutral or colorful background, 
abstract passages remain key elements within her work. As she describes  
in her own words while showing her generous concern for her audience:  

“It’s important to me to leave space for viewers to access the scene and  

discover their own story—and the abstract passages allow that to happen.” 
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“Once I’m into it, it doesn’t matter what 
I’m painting. It’s about the painting itself, 
the process and the viewer.”

 rImI YANg
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rimi Yang lives and works in los Angeles, cA.
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