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JEWEL-TONED HUES of red garnet and ruby, 

amber and deep blue lapis lazuli saturate 

Kevin Sonmor’s paintings. Set against these 

abstract landscapes of rich color, almost as 

if floating within them, emerges a cluster of 

grapes, a flower, a bowl or platter containing 

fruit. The lush paint and color around these 

familiar objects both hide and reveal them.  

As a well-versed student of art, Sonmor 

brings together contemporary abstract 

aesthetics with the traditions of Northern 

European still-life and vanitas paintings.  

His work gives to the former the gravitas  

of the old masters while infusing new life  

into their traditions. 

In his Pegasus series, the artist calls on the 

mythological winged-stallion linked to Mount 

Olympus and the Greek gods. In his many 

bold and fearless feats, Pegasus brought 

thunder to Zeus and helped Bellerophon 

defeat the monstrous Chimera. However, 

Pegasus is perhaps most dear to the arts in

his role as creator of the Hippocrene spring 

on Mount Helicon, a site sacred to the Muses 

and consequently to the ancients as a divine 

source of inspiration and creativity. According 

to myth, Pegasus created the spring by strik-

ing a rock so forcefully with his hoof that the 

spring burst forth. 

Somewhere within the simultaneous heavi-

ness and lightness of Sonmor’s works lurks 

the nineteenth-century romantic notion of 

sublime nature, which overwhelms us through 

sheer awe and its indifference to human life. 

Coupled with the artist’s statement that he 

paints his view of reality, which is also the 

unavoidable tragedy and decay of Western 

culture, one wonders how his paintings still 

retain a sense of lightness and hope. Yet 

what follows decay? The chance for renewal? 

When great civilizations fall, they make way 

for greater ones, if we are sensitive students 

of history and learn from those who came 

before us.

TEXT BY NICOLE SMITH

KEVIN SONMOR

COVER: THE EDUCATION OF PEGASUS: SINCERITY, 2013, OIL ON LINEN, 152 X 213 CM.
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VANITY AND ITS IMAGE, 2013, OIL ON LINEN, 152 X 137 CM



VANITY AND ITS DOUBLE, 2013, OIL ON LINEN, 152 X 137 CM



SINCERITY STUDY, 2013, OIL ON LINEN, 91 X 121 CM



STABLE VANITAS IN BLUE, 2013, OIL ON LINEN, 91 X 91 CMSTABLE VANITAS IN BLUE, 2013, OIL ON LINEN, 91 X 91 CM



STABLE VANITAS IN RED, 2013, OIL ON LINEN, 91 X 91 CM



UNSTABLE VANITAS IN WHITE, 2013, OIL ON LINEN, 76 X 76 CM
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